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what they have conquered. They will not approve Jewish
Independence for Palestine but will support as far as they can
Jewish infiltration, if it is behind a British, as opposed to an
international facade. If any attempt is made to set up the inter-
national control proposed in the Sykes-Picot Agreement, Feisal
will press for self-determination in Palestine, and give the moral
support of the Arab Government to the peasantry of Palestine,
to resist expropriation.
(d]     In Irak the Arabs expect the British to keep control.
The Sherif, relying on his Agreement with us, hopes for a nominal
Arab administration there.
(e)     In Jesireh there are very vivid Arab Nationalists, but
they are in an unsatisfactory geographical position, until a pro-
portion of the nomadic and settled Kurds can be persuaded to
join hands with the local government required there.
I would suggest that areas (<f) and (e) should be kept quite
separate, at least administratively. The problems of Irak are
those of great public works and of a highly developed agriculture.
The problems of Jesireh are those of turbulent mountain villagers
and semi-nomadic tribes.
The Kurdish question is likely to be much larger and more
difficult than the Armenian one.
If representations of small nations are admitted to the Peace
Conference the cry of self-determination is likely to be raised, and
agreements made semi-secretly between the Powers previously
may be regarded with some suspicion. For this reason I would
suggest that no second edition of the Sykes-Picot Treaty be
produced. The geographical absurdities of the present Agree-
ment will laugh it out of Court, and it would be perhaps as well
if we spared ourselves a second effort on the same lines. If we
do not I hope that we will at least recognise our official inclusion
of the Arabs among the belligerents, and make them a party to
any decisions affecting Arab areas conquered by themselves.
T. E. LAWRENCE, Lieut. Colonel
[Lawrence followed this up with definite proposals which are
outlined in the following telegram from the Secretary of State
for India, the Hon. Edwin Montagu.]